FREE TV RECYCLING IN VERMONT

Free TV and monitor recycling, without toxic exports, without command-and-control legislation, and without government subsidies... Another surprise from the Green Mountain State.

American Retroworks Inc., which operates Good Point Recycling in Middlebury, Vermont, today announced another innovative new program -- free recycling for any consumer bringing in a Panasonic brand-name TV for recycling.

Unlike company-sponsored take-back programs, this program is offered without any charge or participation by Panasonic.  "Like Consumer's Union rejects advertising from the products they test, we want to offer this service untainted by corporate sponsorship," said Robin Ingenthron, president of American Retroworks Inc.

With CRT recycling costs averaging around 15-25 cents per pound in Vermont, how can this program support itself?   Simple, according to Ingenthron.   Supply and Demand work far better than government mandates and tax-funded programs.

"Panasonic is quietly doing something which supports our entire collection infrastructure," said Ingenthron.  According to Mark Sharp, a Panasonic spokesperson at this year's National Recycling Coalition congress in Baltimore, Panasonic TVs made in North America contain 13% post-consumer recycled content.

Recycled content in new TVs can do what recycled paper content did for paper recycling programs in the early 1990s, says Ingenthron.   "We could keep collecting all the IBMs, Sony's, Gateway and Curtis Mathis e-waste all day long, but without Panasonic buying the post-consumer CRT glass, we'd face a completely glutted market."

TV and monitor Cathode Ray Tubes (CRTs) collected in Vermont by Good Point Recycling are assessed for repairability, and the duds are sent to ElectroniCycle Inc. in Massachusetts, where the CRTs are broken and sorted by glass type.   Envirocycle of Pennsylvania takes the separated glass from ElectroniCycle, and cleans it to produce cullet for Thompson Inc., which produces tubes for new Panasonic TVs.
"Whatever brand we collect, it's probably going to be made into a new Panasonic TV," said Dick Peloquin of ElectroniCycle.  With more and more tube manufacturers shutting their doors, it's increasingly important that the remaining companies use higher and higher percentages of recycled glass.   According to the Glass Packaging Institute in Washington DC, bottle glass in the USA contains approximately 35% recycled content.  If Panasonic were to achieve the same rate, it would triple the market for CRT glass.
Of course, another way to achieve the same result would be if consumers bought 3 times as many Panasonic TVs containing 10-15% recycled content.  American Retroworks Inc. website, www.retroworks.com, provides a free link to purchase Panasonic brand TVs.   "If other manufacturers meet Panasonic's recycled content, we'll happily provide links to their sites as well," said Ingenthron.  American Retroworks Inc. receives no commissions on any Panasonic sales.

